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Paul Before the Judgment Seat
Acts 18:12-23a
Introduction:

I. The Suit by the Jews – 18:12 - 13
A. The Fact of It – 18:12
“the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and brought him to the ﻿﻿judgment seat,”
Same song second verse – the Jews don’t like the Grace Gospel! Rome had a law - Everyone must worship Caesar. But the Jews were exempt from that law. They wanted Paul and the Christians to be judged by that law.
B. The Facts of It – 18:13
“saying, “This fellow persuades men to worship God contrary to the law.” 

Paul is not worshipping Caesar as the law of Rome dictates. Gotcha Paul! – Sounds right. What can Paul do?
II. The Speech of the Governor – 18:12-16
A. Gallio the Man – 18:12-13

1. His Connections – 18:12
“Gallio was proconsul of Achaia,”
a. He was born in Cordova and came to Rome with his father when Tiberius was on the throne.
b. He was adopted by the Gallio family - His (new) father was son of Seneca.
c. His brother, Seneca the younger, was Nero’s teacher.
Note: Both Gallio and his brother, Seneca the younger, died at the hand of Nero about 14 years later.
2. His Appointment – 18:13
He was appointed Proconsul of Achaia AD 51 (ce) This date fits with the chronology of Acts.

3. His Personality –
He had a charming, agreeable personality. That may have made him appear to be an easy mark for the Jews.
B. Gallio the Magistrate – 18:14-16


1. Leave Him Alone – 18:14a

﻿
“And when Paul was about to open his mouth,”
Paul was well able to defend himself in any arena. But Gallio did not give him a chance. No need to!

Leave Paul alone. While you’re at, leave me alone.


2. Leave Me Alone – 18:14b-16

a. How he Said It – 18:14b – 15

1) I’m interested in justice – 18.14b

“Gallio said to the Jews, ‘If it were a matter of wrongdoing or wicked crimes, O Jews, there would be reason why I should bear with you.”
I am here to bring justice. But you are not talking about a crime.
Remember what the Jews had accused Paul of? -- “This fellow persuades men to worship God contrary to the [Roman] law.”

The Jews worshiped the same God! But they were an exception.
The Jews were saying in effect that Christianity was different from Judaism.  This would set a legal precedence and brand Christianity as an illegal religion. Christians could then be prosecuted for teaching a false religion. Gallio did not see it that way.
2) I’m not interested in Judaism – 18.15

“But if it is a ﻿﻿question of words and names and your own law, look to it yourselves; for I do not want to be a judge of such matter.”
Gallio saw it as a religious dispute instead of a civil suit. This is very important for Christianity

This decision was crucial for it was tantamount to legitimatizing Christianity in the eyes of Roman law.
 This precedence could be used to protect Christians from being persecuted by the courts. They could cite this decision by Gallio.

b. How he showed it – 18.16
﻿
“And he drove them from the judgment seat.”
He was apparently mad at them for taking up his time. Sosthenes is left with egg on his face.
III. The Spite of the Greeks – 18:17
﻿
“Then ﻿﻿all the Greeks took ﻿﻿Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment seat. But Gallio took no notice of these things.”
Apparently the Greeks had joined with the Jews against a common enemy, Paul and the church. Anger makes for strange bed-fellows.  So they grabbed the leader of the Jews, Sosthenes, and took their anger out on him. Gallio turned his back on the whole thing.
Sosthenes had evidently become ruler of the synagogue in place of Crispus and had led in the Jews’ charge against Paul. He may well be the same Sosthenes who was later converted to Christianity and was referred to in 1 Corinthians 1:1.
 Paul, ﻿﻿called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ ﻿﻿through the will of God, and ﻿﻿Sosthenes our brother, 

IV. The Spread of the Gospel – 18:18

A. Paul was Free to Labor – 18:18a

﻿
“So Paul still remained ﻿﻿a good while.”
We don’t know how long. He was in Cor. for 18 months altogether. It was his decision when he did go.

B. Paul Was Free to Leave – 18:18b-18c

1. Paul’s Volition – 18:18b 

“Then he took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquila were with him.”
Paul of his own choice left Corinth and went to Ephesus. He took Priscilla and Aquila with him. We remember them from Paul’s entrance into Corinth. They were tentmakers. Their occupation was portable.

(Evidently Silas and Timothy remained in Macedonia and Achaia to oversee the work there. Maybe they delivered the letters to the Thessalonians)

2. Paul’s Vow – 18:18c
﻿﻿
“He had his hair cut off at ﻿﻿Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow.”
We know nothing about this vow, except that he had taken one. When? Maybe when he left Macedonia, or when he had the vision vv.9-10.
During the vow he would let his hair grow. Now it was over, so Paul got his hair cut at Cenchrea (the eastern seaport of Corinth).
Note: While Paul was at Corinth, he wrote I and II Thessalonians. If we read these two books with that in mind, it will help in our understanding.
V. A Surprise for Paul – 18:19-23a
A. The Place – 18:19a

﻿ 
“And he came to Ephesus,”
· Ephesus was the most important commercial city in Asia Minor.
· It was the capital of the Roman Province, Asia.

· It had a temple of Diana, (or Artimis)

· It was one of the 7 wonders of the ancient world. 

· There was a large Jewish population.
B. The Plan – 18:19b-21

1. Placing Sowers in Ephesus – 18:19b
“and left them there;”
He left Priscilla and Aquila in Ephesus. He had left Luke in Philippi, Silas and Timothy in Macedonia and Achaia. The new churches are in good hands.

2.  Planting Seed in Ephesus – 18:20a 
“but he himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews.”
Paul always did that. He usually found some who would believe. These Jews often became leaders in the church. They had a head start on the Gentiles who came directly out of paganism.

3. Parting from the saints – 18:20b - 21
a. The Request – this is the first surprise! 
“When they asked him to stay a longer time with them, 
Paul usually received a hearing at first, but then his welcome ran out. In Ephesus the welcome became a request to stay.
b. The Response – 18:21 (the second surprise)
“he did not consent, ﻿but took leave of them, saying, ﻿﻿[“I ﻿﻿must by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem;] (Not in the older MMS.) but I will return again to you, ﻿﻿God willing.” And he sailed from Ephesus. 

Paul turned down an opportunity to preach the gospel. Sometimes God has other plans for His preachers.

Note: [“I ﻿﻿must by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem;”] is not in the older MMS. If it is genuine, it probably refers to the Passover in April. (See how little difference it makes!)
Paul promised to return “if the Lord wills.” That is always the most important consideration.
C. The Policy – 18:22-23a


1. Brotherly Fellowship can be Enjoyed wherever we May – 18:22
“And when he had landed at ﻿﻿Caesarea, and ﻿﻿gone up and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch. 

Paul landed at Caesarea. That is on the Mediterranean coast. That is quite a ways from Jerusalem. Yet Paul went to Jerusalem. It is not stated as such, but it is implied in the context. 
We have seen before that when you leave Jerusalem, you go down; when you go to Jerusalem you go up.
Now, read the verse 22 with that in mind: “And when he had landed at ﻿﻿Caesarea, and ﻿﻿gone up and greeted the church, he went down to Antioch. 
He enjoyed brotherly fellowship in Jerusalem with the Jews (legalists). He also enjoyed fellowship in Antioch with the Gentiles (free grace).

2. Brief Furloughs can be Enjoyed whenever we Must – 18:23a
﻿ 
“After he had spent some time there, he departed”
Paul was especially happy to be with the church at Antioch:
· They were the ones who commended him to the mission work.
· They had prayed for him.

· They may have contributed to his work

· They were anxious to hear of the work of the Lord through his ministry.
It seems that he didn’t stay very long here. He wanted to get back to the new converts and friends with whom he had enjoyed some great times of sharing the gospel.
As you get older – they tell me – you find that your friends in the gospel become more of a family than the ones from your physical family, especially if the latter do not know and/or serve the Lord.
Conclusion:
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